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Sam Nujoma visit 
By Tommie Fry 
The Chicago anti-apartheid 
movement has established a vibrant 
tradition of hosting solidarity visits 
and educational conferences featur-
ing representatives from the Nami-
bian national liberation movement 
SWAPO, the South West African 
Peoples Organization. Within the 
last several years we have had the 
opportunity to interact with politi-
cal delega tions from SWAPO at two 
United Nations sponsored confer-
ences. In addi tion we have also en-
joyed performances by the SWAPO 
N\:llimani cultural troupe. In all of 
these events CCISSA activists have 
played a prominent role. 
This tradition was renewed on 
Saturday, April 30th when Chicago 
hosted a SWAPO delegation tha t in-
cluded President Sam Nujoma, the 
Secretary for Foreign Relations, 
Theo-Ben Guirab, and Helmut An-
gula, the SWAPO Permanent Repre-
sentative to the Uni ted Nations. 
Even though· this high-powered 
delegation only remained in the city 
for one day this was still enough 
time to forge new links between 
Chicago's progressive community 
and the Namibian independence 
struggle. The days itinerary in-
cluded a breakfast talk and a noon 
press conference by Sam Nujoma. 
In between these two events 
Brother Nujoma also addressed 
Operation PUSH at their Law Day 
ceremony. The main topics articu-
la ted by the SWAPO President was 
the continuing need for the interna-
tional community to play a construc-
tive role in implementing U.N. Res-
olu tion 435 which calls for U.N.-
su per vised elections for Namibian 
independence. President Nujoma 
also blasted attempts to 'link' the 
SWAPO President Sam Nujoma a t PUSH 
question of Namibian indepen-
dence to demands for a Cuban 
troop wi thdrawal from Angola. He 
sta ted that the dynamics of South-
ern Africa could be precisely 
summed up as: 1) Angola is an inde-
pendent country; 2) Namibia is an il-
legally-occupied country and 3) tha t 
Apartheid is a Crime Against 
Humanity. Advances toward Nami-
bian independence required the in-
ternational solidarity movement to 
keep these three facts in mind. 
Although their stay was brief, the 
Namibian delegation was more 
than able to convey their optimism 
about the future prospects of their 
national liberation movement. It 
was impossible not to believe that 
their victory was, indeed, certain! 
Tommie Fry is a CCJSSA member and 
a student activist. 
June 16, 1976 
Year of the 
schoolchildren 
By Orlando Redekopp 
1n the early part of 1976 the South 
African government introduced the 
enforced use of Afrikaans as a 
medium of instruction for mathe-
matics and social studies in the 
countrys black schools. Despite 
warnings from black community 
leaders, black church leaders, black 
political leaders, that such a policy 
would 1gmte an explosive protest 
among schoolchildren and youth, 
the government persisted in its 
plan. On June 16, students in the 
Soweto township gathered at the 
Orlando foo tball stadium for a mass 
meeting to protest Afrikaans as the 
"oppressors' language." Shouting 
'J\rnandla ngwethu" (Power to the 
people) and ''ll.singeni" (We won't 
go in), carrying placards proclaim-
ing '~ikaans is oppresssors' Ian: 
guage," students were urged to 
keep calm: "Don't taunt the police; 
don't do anything to them. We are 
not fighting," said a leader of SASM 
(South African Students' Move-
ment), the organizers of the protest. 
Soon van-loads of police rein-
forcements arrived , and the stu-
dents, far from being cowed, waved 
their placards defiantly. Without 
warning, one police officer tluew a 
tear-gas cannister in to the crowd. 
The students retreated and re-
grouped. Stones were thrown. Col-
onel Kleini;;eld, the officer in charge, 
took out his revolver and fired one 
shot into the student group. Hector 
Petersen, 13 years old, became the 
first mar~ of Soweto. Police began 
to fire md,scnminately, wi thout 
warning, and the students surged 
Continued on page 2 
Soweto Day Demonstration-June 16th 
CCISSA hosts Namibian labor leader 
By Toni Moore 
Petrus Nangolo Iilonga (referred 
to as Nangolo), the General Secre-
tary of the Namibian Public Workers 
Union (NAPWU), visited Chicago 
from April 19th through April 23rd. 
Nangolo, an activist against apar-
theid and the illegal occupation of 
Namibia by South Africa, spent 18 
years in prison due to his political 
work. His recent release in 1985 was 
largely a result of pressure put on 
the South Africans by the interna-
tional community, as well as the 
intensity of the internal movement 
in Southern Africa. 
CCISSA was fortunate and 
pleased to host Nangolo~ first 
Chicago visit, which included a 
luncheon meeting with the Illinois 
Labor Network Against Apartheid 
and a CCISSA representative. Nan-
golo also met with representatives 
from the Chicago Urban League, 
AFSCME (American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Em-
ployees), Transafrica, SYNAPSES, 
the Association of Black Doctors, 
Black Professionals in City and State 
Government, and CBTU (Chicago 
Black Trade Unionists). The General 
Secretary's itinerary included the 
CCISSAArtist Against Apartheid re-
ception and art show, the Earth Day 
Rally, the Black Studies Conference 
dinner at Olive Harvey College and 
he attended the First Congressional 
District meeting at the Charles 
Hayes Center. 
NAPWU, the union which Nan-
golo represents, is affi liated with the 
National Union of Namibian Work-
ers (NUNW). NUNW is the coali-
tion of progressive labor groups in 
Namibia. The Mine Workers Union 
of Namibia, Namibia Food and 
Allied Union, and the Metal and 
Allied Namibian Workers' Union are 
also affiliated with NUNW. In a 
paper presented by Nangolo, he 
stated that NUNW, as the represen-
tative body of Namibian workers, 
"recognize that their rights will only 
be realized when their country be-
comes an independent nation." 
Further, he said that Namibian 
workers see "their struggle for 
national liberation," therefore they 
support democratic and free elec-
tions under the 1978 UN Security 
Council Resolution 435. 
Toni Moore is an attorney and CC/SSA 
Board member. 
June 16, 1976 
Continued from page 1 
through the streets of the township, 
attacking anything or anybody con-
nected with the government. 
By midday, 30,000 bitter and 
angry students were out in the 
streets. Police dropped tear-gas 
from Alouette helicopters. By night 
time, Soweto was aflame as stu-
dents targetted government prop-
erty: beer halls, Administration 
Board offices, schools. A ring of 
policemen, commandos, police re-
servists, hippos; cordoned off South 
Africa's largest city from the rest of 
the world . 
At the end of the second day, the 
official count was SO dead, all but 
two black. But a black policeman 
spoke of 176 corpses collected in one 
section of Soweto alone. By the 
third day, the rebellion had spread 
through seven townships in the 
Johannesburg area. Four black uni-
versities around the country or-
ganized solidarity demonstrations 
and marches. In less than a week, 
the official count rose to 109, 
although a black leader claimed the 
figure was closer to 700. Reports in-
dicated many dead had been shot in 
the back. 
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June 16 has since become a day to 
commemorate the student uprising, 
and the deaths of hundreds who 
protested the oppression of apar-
theid. The language issue was only 
one symbol of that oppression. 
June 16 did not erupt in a vac-
uum. It was partly the result of the 
rise of the black consciousness 
movement throughout the 1970s, 
beginning with the formation of the 
black consciousness group SASO 
(the South African Students' Or-
ganization) in 1968, the BPC (Black 
Peoples' Convention) in 1972,' the 
banning of black consciousness 
leaders Steve Biko and Barney 
Pityana in 1973, and the trial of nine 
SASO leaders in 1975. But it was 
also another expression of black re-
sistance to apartheid that had gone 
on for generations. (In 1948, apar-
theid was formally instituted as a 
system of white domination and 
exploitation.) Already in 1912 the 
African National Congress was 
founded to struggle against apar-
theid, waging a peaceful battle until 
1961, when the ANC launched its 
armed wing; June 16 followed other 
events such as the March 21, 1961 
massacre of 69 people with 179 
wounded; the banning of the ANC 
and the Pan Africanist Congress in 
the same year; the treason trial of 
ANC leaders in 1964;; the 1973 Dur-
ban strikes where 60,000 workers 
stayed off the job; the independence 
of Angola in 1974 and Mozambique 
in 1975; the stripping of South Afri-
can citizenship from the Xhosa 
people who the state claimed were 
Transkei citizens, in 1976 receiving 
its SO-<:a lled "independence." 
June 16 today, then, is one of 
numerous days when blacks re-
member their struggle for freedom 
and justice, and its tremendous 
cost. It joins other commemorations 
such as March 21-Sharpeville Day; 
May I - Workers' Day; and June 
26-Freedom Charter Day. June 16 
is the Day of the Schoolchildren. 
Orlando Redekopp is a CC/SSA board 
member. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Tunuel Black, Basil Clunie, Earl Durham, Tommie Fry, Judy Hatcher, Tena Johnson , 
Toni Moore, Cheryl Johnson-Odim, Alice Palmer, Orlando Redekopp, Rachel Rubin, Robert Starks, Lucille Teichert, 
Kevin Thompson 
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"Get Up, Stand Up" dance for human rights June 17 
By Diane Scott 
Since January, dozens of CCISSA 
and Chicago ClSPES (Conunittee in 
Solidarity with the People of El Sal-
vador) volunteers have been hard at 
work on "Get Up, Stand Up" Music 
Video Dance Night-a special dance 
for human rights on June 17th. Now, 
with just a few weeks to go, we can 
see the ever-growing fruits of our 
labors. A 20--page program/ad book, 
to be distributed the night of the 
dance, is nearly on its way to the 
printer. A wonderful program of in-
ternational music videos will feature 
Bruce Cockburn, Miriam Makeba, 
Talking Heads, Nona Hendrix, Peter 
Gabriel, and many others. Local 
video artists contributed their own 
original video creations, using 
documentary footage from Central 
America and Southern Africa. Musi-
cians and political leaders (see the 
ad) extended their personal mes-
sages of support via video. And as 
the brightly colored flyers with "Get 
Up, Stand Up"'s exceptional artwork 
hit the streets, the Chicago media is 
beginning to call us for more infor-
mation. 
Our dream back in January was to 
produce an enjoyable event that 
would not only increase the public's 
awareness of the political realities in 
Southern Africa and Central 
America, but would "also raise funds 
for both group's human rights proj-
ects. We wanted to foster an atmos-
phere of cooperation and equality 
by sponsoring an event that would 
attract a multi-ethnic, multi-racial 
crowd. And we wanted to build the 
connections between CCISSA and 
CISPES in our very similar work. 
Rachel Rubin, CCISSA co-chair, 
pointed out how this coalition 
strengthens the effectiveness of 
both groups. " 'Get Up, Stand Up' is 
an event meant to link and increase 
awareness of the struggle for free-
dom in Southern Africa, Central 
America, and throughout the 
world," she said. "Only by looking 
at the common roots of oppression 
and the fight for human rights in -
these countries can the international 
solidarity movements be most effec-
tive in their work. CISPES and 
CCISSA are making these links 
through this collaborative and excit-
ing event," she said. 
CISPES Director Peter Nagelvoort 
re-echoed the importance that an 
event like "Get Up, Stand Up" can 
play. "By focusing people's attention 
on Central America and Southern 
Africa, and increasing public pres-
sure against human rights abuses 
there, 'Get Up, Stand Up' can play a 
concrete role in ending these 
abuses," he said. 
Buy your tickets now for "Get Up, 
Stand Up" on Friday, June 17th, 8 
p.m. at tile Riviera Night Club, 
Lawrence and Broadway. lickets are 
available through licketMaster, or 
for $12 at the CCJSSA and CISPES 
offices, or at the door. 
Diane Scott is a member of CJSPES 
and a GUSU Media Committee 
member. 
DC hearings on Namibia 
By Judy Hatcher 
On May 2-4, representatives of or-
ganizations around the world met 
in Washington for special hearings 
convened by the World Council of 
-- Churches. The hearings, titled "U.S. 
Foreign Policy and South Africas 
Illegal Occupation of Namibia, " was 
coordinated by the Washington 
Office on Africa. Church leaders, 
legislators and activists joined top 
Namibian leaderrs in discussions of 
how to best support the liberation 
struggle. 
Chairing the panel was Olusegun 
Obasanjo, former head of Nigeria. 
Among the other panelists was Lis-
beth Palme, widow of the former 
prime minister of Sweden. The 
Swedish people have long been in-
volved in fighting South Africa's 
racist policies. Mrs. Palme was 
especially concerned about the chil-
dren of Namibia. 
The World Council of Churches 
and the Washington Office on 
Africa pul led in an impressive array 
of international speakers. Chief 
among them was Sam Nujoma, 
president of the South-West Africa 
People's Organization (SWAPO). 
Nujoma spent three weeks in the 
United States speaking on the 22-
year occupation of Namibia, legally 
a U.N. territory, by South Africa. 
The speakers updated the panel 
on the current situation in Namibia, 
highlighting the detentions, torture 
and murder instigated by the Sou th 
African government. "We have be-
come beggars in our own country," 
said Bishop James Kauluma, Presi-
dent of the Namibian Council of 
Churches. Much of the testimony 
focused on what's happening here 
and in other parts of the world to 
force the South Africans out of 
Namibia. 
The thrust of the hearings was to 
supp<Jrt the implementation of the 
United Nations plan for Namibian 
independence, contained in U.N. 
Security Council resolution 435, 
which passed ten years ago. Rep. 
.Mervyn Dymally spoke on behalf of 
U.S. House Resolution 131, which 
condemns the South African pres-
ence in Namibia and calls for sanc-
tions of South Africa until U.N. Re-
solution 435 is complied with. Rep. 
Dymallys resolution specifically re-
jects linkage of the U.N. resolution 
with the withdrawal of Cuban 
troops from Angola, which is South 
Africa's current rationale for occupy-
ing Namibia. 
The hearings climaxed with a 
commemoration of Kassinga Day, 
May 4. A survivor of the 1978 mas-
sacre of 700 Namibian refugees in 
Kassinga, Angola Sp<Jke, and there 
was a special ecumenical service at a 
local Lutheran church. 
Judy Hatcher is a Chicago activist and 
a CC/SSA Boord member. 
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C A L E N D A R 
THE TIME TO ACT: 
JUNE 16! 
• Soweto Day, June 16, sponsored 
by a CCISSA-led coalition, at4 p.m., 
200 S. Michigan (South African con-
sulate), marching to Chicago 
Temple Church, 77 W. Washington 
for a 5:30 p.m. program. For more 
information call Sylvia at CClSSA, 
922-3915. 
• "Get Up, Stand Up" Music Video 
Dance Night, June 17, sponsored by 
CISPES and CCISSA, 8 p .m. at the 
Riviera Night Club, Lawrence and 
Broadway. Tickets are $12 from 
CCISSA; they're also available 
through TtcketMaster or at the door. 
• A special benefit for the Chicago 
Religious Task Force on Central 
America will be held at Second City, 
1616N. Wells, on Fathers' Day, June 
19, 1988at7:00p.m. , featuring spec-
ial skits on Central America . A Sec-
ond City menu is available for food 
and drinks. Tickets are a sliding 
scale from $25 to $15. For reserva-
tions by phone, call (312) 663-4398. 
Tickets are also being sold at the 
Guild Bookstore, 2456 N . Lincoln 
Ave. 
B · U · L · L · E ·T · I N · B · 0 · A· R · D 
Bishop Tutu's visit 
to Midwest 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu spoke 
in Madison, Wisconsin on May 3 as 
part of a two-day conference on 
South Africa and Namibia . Several 
CCISSA members attended this con-
ference and participated in various 
workshops. 
Bishop Tutu spoke to several 
thousand people at the University of 
Wisconsin fieldhouse and the fol-
lowing day there were workshop 
sessions addressing Mozambique, 
chaired by Prexy Nesbitt; the ANC 
chaired by Neo Mnumzana, the 
ANC representative to the UN; Con-
stitutional Law/Insti tutional Racism 
in South Africa and Namibia, 
chaired by Elizabeth Landis; and 
several others. 
A highlight was a panel discus-
sion between the workshop presen-
ters and Wisconsin news editors. 
The conference was attended by at 
least 200 participants from across 
the country including several Narni-
biafl students currently studying in 
the U.S. 
Action Alert 
Sanctions Against South Africa 
The strong sanctions legislation 
currently being debated in Congress 
was originally introduced in the 
House by California Democrat 
Ronald Dellums. This legislation, 
HR 1580, would substantially 
strengthen the limited U.S. sanc-
tions imposed on South Africa in 
1986. The Dellums bill was 
amended and approved by the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee in 
May and is scheduled to come be-
fore the full House for a floor vote in 
the next few weeks. 
The Senate is now considering 
legislation introduced by Senator 
Edward Kennedy, S. 2378, tha t is 
identical to the legisla tion currently 
before the full house. 
Urge your Representative and 
Senators to support HR 1580/ 
S. 2378. 
GET UP• STAND UP 
FDR HUMAN RICJHTe 
IN C&NTRAI. AM.RICA & 8 DUTH•RN AFRICA 
MUSIC VIDEO DANCE NIGHT 
Get Up, Stand Up! 
Dance for Human Rights! 
It's dancing to your favorite music 
videos. Original video pieces by local 
artists. Personal video messages 
from Billy Bragg, Bruce Cockburn, Hugh 
Masekela, Guillermo Unga, Sam 
Nujomo, Ziggy Marley's band, and more. 
All for human rights! ; 
BUY TICKETS TODAY! 
Through TicketMaster. or $12 from the 
CISPES or CCISSA offices. 
(Tickets also available at the door) 
FRIDAY, JUNE 1JTH 
The RIVIERA 
4746 N. Racine· 8:00 p.m. 
A unique fundraiser for 
CISPES • CCISSA 
C• mmiit u in Soli4arity •ith the P eo,1, ol fl S •lvthr 
Chlca10 c,111111 it t n in So1i4uity •ith South rn Afr ica 
RESOURCES 
CCISSA operates an office which 
serves as a clearinghouse and re-
source center for Southern Africa 
support work. Speakers, films, 
books, videos and other educational 
tools are available for your church, 
schoolororganiza tion. We require a 
donation so tha t we may continue to 
offer these services. 
Become involved! 
JOIN CC/SSA TODAY 
Name __________ _ 
Address _ ________ _ 
City ______ Zip ___ _ 
Phone ____ ______ _ 
D Membership $10 
